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1« RICARDO RODRIGUEZ RAMIREZ, 'MEREJO' OF ESCAﬁBRAY FAME AND B
FORHER LIEUTENANT OF OSVALDO RAMIREZ, ARRIVED IN VAVE ARE s APR

,TTW
ACCOMPANIED BY UIFE, JUAN CONSUEGRA VALDES, AND THREE FISHERMEN..

" 2 PRELIMINARY DEBRIEFING OF MEREJO INDICATES THAT HE VAS
_ABLE TO DO VERY LITTLE DURING THE ESCAMBRAY FIGHTING, MOST OF
HIS TIME BEING SPENT - IN AVOIDING THD'MILITIA VHILE TRYING TO
RECEIVE AIR DROPS WHICH NEVER MATERIALIZED. HEREJOS TOTAL TIHE

;iﬁs AN INSURGENT IN THE ESCAMBRAY FRONT TOTALED ABOUT THREE HONTHS.-
HIS AREA DF ‘OPS uwas ce\]ﬂ‘TpED AJ.N!Y TC TuZ vI RRA nh

.nhc I ur;RL'“
(;AND AROUWD THE TOWNS OF SANCTI SPIRITUS AND JATIBONICO.-

3. MEREJO VENT TO THE HILLS IN THE LATTER PART OF DECEMBER
768 ON THE INSTRUCTIONS OF AMDIP/3 WHO AT THIS TIME VAS TRYING
10 ORGANIZE AND SUPPLY THE INSURGENTS IN THE ESCAHBRAY AREA. _'
"..ﬁY § JANUARY 61 MEREJO VITH mxx?qo Lom:Nzg LTEARBONEL] AND'
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j';OSVALDO RAMIREZ uzhz'aatt TO GATHER A FORCE OF ABOUT FIVE TO
SIX uuunazo MEN IN THE SAN AHBFPSIO AREA OF YHICK ONLY ABOUT
ONE HUNDRED VERE ARMED. THIS FORCE VAS MOBILIZED ON THE BASIS
"/ OF INFORMATION FROM ANDIP/3 VKO SAID THAT THEY VOULD RECEIVE AN
;faxn DROP ON 6 JAN. THE DROP NEVER CAME AND DUR TO THE ACTIVITY
='§;or THE INSURGENTS IN THE AREA OF THE DZ THE GOC BROUGHT I¥ & FORCE
| OF ABOUT 30,000 MILITIA IN A PERIOD OF ABOUT FOUR DAYS VHICH -
',1roaczn THE REBELS TO DISPERSE. IN MEREJO'S OPINION THIS VAS
. ONE OF THE GREATEST SETBACKS OF THE ENTIRE ESCAMBRAY FIGHTING

|| “AND VAS A MAJOR CAUSE-OF THE FINAL. COLLAPSE OF THE ESCAMBRAY
£ ' FRONT,

*a, ON 8 JAN MEREJO AND OSVALDO RAMIREZ VERE FORCED TO nxvxna
‘:fTHEIR DVINDLING FORCES IN ORDER TO-BREAX OUT OF A THREATENED

'.fzucxacLsnrNT BY THE MILITIALs..AFTER.SEPARATING .FRONM OSVAan,

'fusnzao AND HIS MEN VERE CONTINUALLY ON THE RUN FROM 9 JAN UNTIL
ffs FEB AT VHICH TIME HE HAD 4 SHORT RESPITE TO TAKE THE AIR DROP
E'.:;_flcn-' PARA 1 A, REF A, IN ADDITION TO INEORMATION ABOUT THE DROP
fﬁxu REF B MEREJO SAID THEY HEARD THE PLANE AT THE APPOINTED TINE °
Eraut VERE NOT ABLE TO SEE IT 'BECAUSE OF THE CLOUDS WHICH COVERED
"tuz DZ AREA. THE FL&NE PASSED CVER AwD MOTHING WAS DROPPED

‘vaeroueu THE DZ WAS LIGHTED ITH run PROPER SIGNAL. A CROSS |
| OF SEVEN LIGHTS. MEREJO"ASSUMED THAT THE PLANQ\HAD NOT nnovaol""
| AND VOULD CONE BACK THE FOLLOVING NIGHT. HOVEVER, NEXT DAY
;;iguz HEARD THAT A LARGE DROP HAD BEEN HADE ON THE TVON OF SANTA
" LUCIA SOME 12 KilB AVAY FROH THE DZ AND THAT TME MILITIA

' RECOVERED EVERYTHING.
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| FERRET THEM OUT. WEREJO KAD TO DISPERESE WIS RENAINING FORCE,
. ABOUT 208 NEN OF VHICK ONLY 26 VERE ARNED, IN ORDER TO BREAX
_OUT OF THE ENCIRCLEMENT. NEREJO VITH ELEVEN MEN TRIED TO MAXK

N SANCT1 SPIRITUS. HHILE TKERY VERE THERE THE HOUSE WAS RAID:.D

'}i;xn THE ENSUING FIGHT MEREJO AND- HIS MEN KILLED ARIAS, HIS- BODY~-
"”ieuanb AND TVO MILITIA MEN. THE REST OF THE MILITIA MEN RAN

~ T0 GET TO 'HAVA VHERE THEY VERE HIDDEN BY THE AMDIP/3 HAVA L

5.. DUE TO THE LARGE AMOUMT OF RATERIAL DROPPED THE GOC
APPARENTLY ASSUMED THAT IT VAS INTENOED FOR A ALRGE FORCE OF
INSURGENTS AND INMEDIATELY POURED NILITIA I.NTP THE AREA TO |

KIS VAY TO CAMAGUAY. ON THE VAY e STOPPED 70 GET FOOD AND
CLoraxus IN THE HOUSE OF A FRIEND,[LEOPOLD RODRIGUEZ}- NEAR

[ S

BY THE LOCAL CHIEF OF THE G-2, -BERNARDO ARIAS, AND SEVEN NILITIA NEN. ;? h

ESTABLISH KIMSELF THERE AND BEGIN OPERATIONS AGAIN. A FRIENDLX
FARMER TOLD HIM THAT A srscxdi%glerxa FORCE NUMBERING Aaour
3200 MEN VAS ROAMING LAS TOSAS LOOKING FOR MEREJG PERSONALLY.
hznsao DECIDED HE VOULD HAVE TO GIVE UP THE FIGHT IN ESCAMBRAY
AND LEAVE I4E AREA ENTIRELY. HE "ewcrsoﬁwom gvco cuswl
A AMDIP/3 ORGANIZER IN C CRIBAGUAN WXTH VHOM naaauo's VIFE VAS
:nxoxue. AND ASKED HIM TO KELP HIM £SCAPE. (§UEBEL§)PROVIDED 1 3
AUTOMOBILES WHICH ENABLED MEREJO, H1S WIFE AND EIGHT OF HIS-HEN™

" GRGANIZATION ¥HICK ¥AS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A foesiio Hiare o
e Raco;] MEREJO STAYED IN MAVA UNTIL ABCUT 22 NAR UNTIL R

:“‘ I Q“’ﬁ .F'!'} ‘t |
a:rnoouc |ca oy Jﬂ%ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬂﬁfﬁ%ﬁdﬁ?ﬁf?ﬂ??c ll raon'aarto.
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. YITH THE FILES AND THAT THREE OF THE FISHERMEN'S NAMES HAD BEEN.
| 7': COMPROMISED. 1T'¥AS DECIDED THAT THE FISHERMEN WOULD HAVE TO

%‘"L

. WAS MOVED TO LA ISBELA ON THE NORTH COAST OF LAS VILLAS WHERE

K HAS PUT IN THE HANDS OF FISHERMAN VHO UERE 710 EFFECT IS

9. MEREJO AND HIS VIFE STAYED VITH THE FISHERMEN FOR ABOUT -
14 DAYS, BEING SHIFTED FRON BOAT TO BOAT, VHILE TRYING TO MAKE
" 'RECEPTIONS VITH BOATS FRON PBPRINE. CONTACT VITH THE BOAT
" FROM PBPRIME WAS PREVENTED EACH TINE BY THE PRESENCE OF A GoC
- PATROL CRAFT VHICH HUNG AROURD THE RECEPTION AREA AT cAYO
' DUTTON. (UAVE COMMENT: MEREJO VAS TO BE EXFILTRATED VIA OPS

52‘CARROT TUPNIP. RUTABAGA ANDBOVLINE ALL OF VHICH FAILED BECAUSE O
N0 RECEPTION.)' WEREJO AND THE FISHERMEN BELIEVED THAT THE aoc
. PATROL CRAFT WAS AVARE THAT A RECEPTION IN THE DUTTON AREA VAS
-.Tb TAKE' PLACE. . . DV sl
8. UHEN THE DUTTON AREA BECAHE TOO HOT THEY MOVED TO THE
AREA OF CAYO JUTIA AND TRIED TO SET UP A RECEPTION AT THIS POINT
(JAVE COMMENT: DISCUSSION OF THE DIFFICULTIES VITH RECEPTION
Ar'cAYo DUTTON AND ATTEMPTS TO ARRANGE RECEPTION AT JUTIA ARE
;REFLECTED IN THE AHDIP/S W/T TRAFFIC PASSED TO VAVE.) | i“
9. ON 25 HARCH VORD WAS RECEIVED BY GOURIER FROM HAVA THAT
" [MDIP/3°S RADIO IN HAVA HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY THE GOC ALONG

LEAVE CUBA TO AVOID ARREST. ON 4 APR MEREJO, HIS VIFE AND

#l .  cONSUEGRA LEFT CUBA VITH THE FISHERMEN IN ONE OF THEIR BOATS =

ARRIVING IN THE WAVE AREA ON 6 APR.

S e . . .

(L MEPRODUGTION BY QTRER RN UUITICL i5 PRONIBITIO, -

w3 FPN ....Auxa-»« -



14-00000

. ' CL&ES:FI[ ‘-{SS“( |~ VAVE 5&7
. "'. N 3837
ey J
. 13, FAILURE OF THE chi:nio'u AT CAYO DUTTON 'APPRARS TO
BE A DEFINITE INDICATION THAT THE GOC HAS BEEN READING THE
AMDIP/3 W/T TRAFFIC TO HAVA ALL ALONG AND IS A PRINE EXANPLE
~ OF HOV AN mszcum: INDIGENOUS COMMO NET CAN JEOPARDIZE AND BLOV
oz»m:a OPS VHICH ARE OTHERVISE SECURELY uoupm:o.
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